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The U.S. faces a significant affordable housing supply
shortage, hitting low-income seniors, people with
disabilities, and families hardest.
While some jurisdictions have created pathways that
have enabled faith-based organizations to develop
affordable housing on underutilized land, there is an
opportunity to enhance and scale these efforts to
improve consistency across the country.
“Yes in God's Backyard" or YIGBY is a growing policy
remedy that seeks to speed the development of
affordable housing on faith-based property by easing
and addressing local zoning and permitting barriers.
While legislation has been introduced at the federal
level, more efforts are needed to continue to build
support. At the same time, a ripe opportunity exists
to build on current momentum for greater scale
across states and localities. 
Lutheran Services in America members are uniquely
positioned to expand their on-going efforts through
enhanced advocacy engagement to unify and
advance a more intentional approach to expanding
and adopting the YIGBY model.

Lutheran Services in America—one of the nation’s largest nonprofit networks—draws on a century-long, faith-based, mission-
driven tradition of service. Through a nationwide network of nearly 300 independent health and human service providers, the
network operates in 46 states, Washington, DC, and the Virgin Islands, reaching more than 7 million people annually—1 in 50
people in America—across 1,400 communities with the support of over 250,000 employees. Stable housing is essential to good
health across all populations with whom we work, including children and families, older adults, and people with disabilities.
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Yes In God’s Backyard (YIGBY) 

The Issue

Lutheran Services in America members, including
through their strong partnerships with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS)
hold long-standing, trusted community
relationships with access to over 27,000 acres of
dormant or underutilized church-held property—
assets that can be better deployed to strengthen
access to affordable housing. 

Building on a century-long tradition of service,
LSA members can expand needed housing with
supports and services nationwide, including in
communities with the most acute shortages, by
leading and co-leading efforts to build support
and pass YIGBY laws.  Given the significant lack of
uniformity in enacted or proposed state and local
YIGBY laws to date, due in part to the local nature
of housing generally, our aim is to enhance
legislation through the development of model
policy and strengthen support to advance change.

Why The LSA Network

In recent years, YIGBY laws have been passed in 9 states including Washington, California,
Oregon, Minnesota, Maryland, Hawaii, Florida, and most recently Virginia, building momentum at
a critical time for future progress. 
Six other states have recently introduced YIGBY-type laws and/or legislative reform efforts,
including South Carolina, Arizona, New York, Kentucky, Texas, and Colorado.
In addition to actions by states, several municipalities have also passed ordinances and policies,
including San Diego, CA; Portland, OR; San Antonio, TX; Seattle, WA; Atlanta, GA; Montgomery
County, MD; and New York City, NY, providing opportunities for broader state reforms.
Momentum is growing, though the policy landscape varies significantly — some states have
passed robust zoning reform while others are focused on technical assistance and grant
programs, and several efforts have stalled.

Current Policy Landscape
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Ensuring faith-based land assets can improve access to affordable housing
across the United States.

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=6507981
https://www.mcguirewoods.com/client-resources/alerts/2026/5/virginias-new-faith-in-housing-act-to-facilitate-development-increase-affordable-housing/


For more information, contact advocacy@lutheranservices.org
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STATE

WE URGE STAKEHOLDERS TO TAKE THESE ACTIONS:

H.R. 5601

S.2720/H.R. 7152

Support the “Yes in God's Backyard Act” to
reduce and ease barriers for faith-based
land conversions to expand the supply of
affordable housing and community uses
through the provision of technical
assistance and challenge grants. 

Support the “Faith in Housing Act” to
override local and regulatory zoning laws to
expand access to affordable housing
through timely development of land owned
by a church or association of churches. 

FEDERAL
Engage with faith leaders and
community partners to advance
reforms in target
states/municipalities.
Educate state and municipal
policymakers to build support for
YIGBY where the law has not yet been
passed. 
Leverage relationships to achieve the
introduction of YIGBY legislation at
the state and/or municipal level.
Develop and strengthen relationships
with city planners and other
municipal off icials to lay the
groundwork for successful
implementation of YIGBY measures.

Advance passage of the federal YIGBY Act
and the Faith in Housing Act

Key Policy Considerations
Zoning preemption: Ease barriers to residential use on faith-owned land, overriding local zoning
ordinances.
By-right approval: Ensure housing on faith-owned land can proceed without discretionary review or
lengthy rezoning hearings.
Permitting reform: Address permitting so projects can move forward without administrative delay after
zoning is resolved.
Eligible land expansion: Consider inclusion of faith-based college and university properties, as well as
skilled nursing facility conversions for broader community approaches.
Income-restricted affordability: Ensure that units developed under YIGBY serve low- and middle-income
households.
Objective design standards: Limit subjective design review that can be used to block or delay faith-
based housing projects.

Yes In God’s Backyard (YIGBY) 
Ensuring faith-based land assets can improve access to affordable housing
across the United States.


	FEDERAL
	STATE

